
Hello Sex and Gender Section members. I 
hope you’re all enjoying the Fall semester. I’ve had a 
busier than usual return to the fall semester, but it’s 
been the best sort of busy—filled with treasured col-
leagues, opportunities to share work in progress, and 
ultimately satisfying challenges. 

One of my first tasks was to appoint a Pro-
gram Committee and then assemble the Section’s 
2015 program for our meetings in Chicago. I can’t 
thank James J. Dean, Max Greenberg, Fareen Parvez, 
Allison Pugh, and Elena Shih enough for their thoughtful and collaborative work on this 
committee. Our skype meetings and email exchange were a fantastic beginning to my 
term as chair. 

The Program Committee reviewed an impressive list of suggested sessions and 
settled on six sessions (plus roundtables) that engage pressing questions in trans* stud-
ies, gender and straight sexuality, gender activism and the global south, feminist theory, 
and sexual assault and the state. I’m especially pleased that these include sessions co-
sponsored with the LGBT Caucus and Organizations, Occupations, and Work. Finally, we 
are co-sponsoring with the section on Race, Gender, and Class two invited sessions: 
“Race, Gender, Sexuality, and Justice: Considering Criminality” and “Intersectionality 
Theory & Praxis: Implications for Social Policy.” See the session descriptions later in this 
newsletter. Thanks to all who agreed to organize sessions. We look forward to receiving 
everyone’s submissions. 

Many thanks to CJ Pascoe, outgoing section chair, for the example she and the 
2014-15 Program Committee set in San Francisco. The section gathered to reach for new 
theories of gender and sexuality, wrestle with questions of marginalization and the cen-
ter, consider economic inequalities and neoliberal politics, and explore embodiment and 
biomedicine. It was an inspiring and invigorating meeting. CJ’s commitment as chair of 
the section—while also chairing the ASA Committee on the Status of Gay, Lesbian, Bisex-
ual and Transgender Persons in Sociology, beginning a new position at the University of 
Oregon, and filling all sorts of other roles I can only imagine—is itself an inspiration.  

In 2014, under the leadership of the award subcommittees, the section also rec-
ognized distinguished contributions to scholarship, including the first recipient of the 
Sex and Gender Section’s Feminist Scholar Activist Award, Judith Auerbach (UCSF). Con-
gratulations to all of the award recipients. The 2015 calls for awards appear later in this 
newsletter. Please consider nominating a colleague (or yourself), and see the calls for 
awards for details. 

Continued on page 2. 
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None of the awards or sessions would be possible without the section officers, council members, and 
section members who staff section committees. Thanks to outgoing Secretary-Treasurer Mangala Subrama-
niam for her service; we’re pleased to have Kemi Balogun join us as the new Secretary-Treasurer. Thanks to 
outgoing council members, Lisa D. Brush and Mary Nell Trautner, for their service. Welcome to new council 
members, Tristan Bridges, Cati Connell, and Laurel Westbrook. We also have elected student representatives: 
Thank you to Katrina Leupp, outgoing student representative, and welcome to Michela Musto, who has just 
begun her two-year term. Thanks to Jen Carter, the section’s web coordinator, for her ongoing work on the 
section’s presence on the ASA page and the section’s bimonthly announcements. Finally, I send my thanks to 
the 2014-15 council and committee members and to the many more who volunteered to serve. 

The committees are already at work. Award committees have finalized calls for nominations and clari-
fied the nominations and deliberations processes. The Publications Committee is thinking about how we can 
use Facebook, Twitter, a section blog, and other social media to better communicate with section members 
and offer a public face of the section. Membership and Graduate Student Concerns are thinking about mentor-
ship and networking opportunities for graduate students and faculty, as well as ways to promote section visi-
bility at the ASA meetings. Nominations recently sent out a call for members to nominate colleagues and 
themselves to serve in an elected section office. More on all of this soon. 

I want to close with heartfelt thanks to Danielle Giffort for her work as the section newsletter. Danielle 
has compiled and edited this newsletter since 2012, and under her leadership, the newsletter has been an en-
gaging and reliable source of news. Danielle has made a special effort to highlight members’ accomplish-
ments—publications, promotions, and graduate students entering the job market. This month the newsletter 
also includes an essay by Kemi Balogun on embodied nationalism in the Nigerian beauty pageant industry. 
Danielle has generously agreed to work with our new newsletter editor, Alicia Smith, doctoral student at Case 
Western Reserve University, on the next newsletter. Welcome to Alicia, and thank you, again, to Danielle.  

 
Jessica Fields 

Associate Professor, Sociology and Sexuality Studies 
San Francisco State University 

Jfields@sfsu.edu 

Letter from the Chair, continued from page 1             

Embodied Nationalism in the Nigerian Beauty Pageant Industry 

By Oluwakemi M. Balogun 

 On November 16, 2001, Agbani Darego, an eighteen-year-old computer science and mathematics university 

student from Rivers State, Nigeria, won the Miss World pageant held in Sun City South Africa, making her the first 

Black African to achieve this feat in the international beauty contest’s 50-year run. Upon her return to Nigeria, pub-

lic carnivals, receptions, and official state functions were held in her honor. The National Assembly stalled legisla-

tive activities for a courtesy visit from the newly crowned beauty queen, the federal government bestowed upon her 

the national honor of Officer of the Order of the Niger, and a portrait of her was hung in the Assembly where it re-

mains to this day. The then-president, Olusegun Obasanjo, remarked how Darego’s win remained a source of na-

tional pride and a direct reversal of the dominant image of Nigeria mired in “the dark days of military rule [and] the 

number one haven for corruption and bad governance [to] number one in beauty and intellect.” In this statement, a 

state elite linked a single crowning moment—literally of a woman’s body—to Nigeria’s trajectory as a nation, suc-

cessfully jettisoning its dismal past to embrace a much brighter future. The achievement of clinching the Miss World 

title symbolized the promise of promoting continued development within the country as well as the prospect of 

launching Nigeria as a bona fide member of the international community due to a world-recognized competitive 

edge.  
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 The elaborate meanings attached to this crowning moment, linked to issues of gender, nation, and em-
bodiment, spark the underlying questions behind my current book project tentatively titled Beauty and the 
Nation: Culture, Markets, and Politics in Nigerian Beauty Pageants.  My book examines the Nigerian beauty pag-
eant industry as a lens to analyze varied articulations of embodied Nigerian nationhood. I talk about beauty in 
the context of major transitions within the Nigerian nation-state by examining Nigeria’s fledging position in 
the global economy alongside its shifting contentious cultural politics. I use beauty pageants as a window to 
understand how Nigeria simultaneously makes sense of itself internally and internationally.   

 I argue that beauty pageants serve as sites where aspirations and anxieties of nationhood play out. 
Nigerian beauty competitions are not a superficial site of nation-building, but rather, are an important vehicle 
in linking nationalism from above through intricate interactions with the state to nationalism from below 
through public involvement. For example, government officials have used beauty pageants as a venue for pro-
jecting a positive image of the nation through campaigns like tourism promotion. Moreover, to be successful, 
beauty pageants must resonate with an audience of ordinary Nigerians who expect “authentic” representa-
tions of their nation. Pageants must therefore integrate recognizable elements of Nigerian cultural identity, 
such as traditional costumes, cultural performances, and the recitation of state slogans into the event.   

 My book takes Nigeria’s ethno-religious fragmentation and tenuous position in the global political 
economy as a starting point to explore how national cohesion is constructed in a time of major upheaval. Four 
tension-filled case studies of beauty pageants are used to illuminate this complex nation building process. I 
analyze distinct forms of nationalism: cultural-nationalism which emphasizes the unity of the nation while 
retaining Nigeria’s unique cultural heritage in the face of rapid globalization; cosmopolitan-nationalism which 
stresses propelling Nigeria into the global political economy; and global-nationalism which highlights the in-
tersection of Nigeria’s local national situation with responses from external international constituents such as 
global media and foreign state elites.   

 In the context of shifting centers of globalization, would-be emerging economies like Nigeria seek to 
follow in the footsteps of other countries that are successfully navigating the transition from developing to 
developed status. These emerging markets have been identified as new centers for rising wealth, population 
growth, and as global powerhouses actively setting new international standards. Accordingly, Nigerian beauty 
pageant organizers view emerging markets in the Global South, such as Venezuela and India, as their main 
competitors since they have built successful, world-renowned beauty pageant franchises. By attempting to set 
international trends through winning global beauty contests, beauty pageant participants seek to verify that 
Nigeria remains poised to be a pivotal member in the international political economy. I explore how aesthet-
ics can be used to move and disrupt the global order. As one pageant organizer emphatically stated, “Now the 
world is looking for natural beauty and guess where the future is?  Africa! African beauty is becoming exciting. 
All of a sudden we are becoming the future.” As the fastest growing economy in Africa, these pageant partici-
pants viewed Nigeria as the inevitable leader to ensure this future. 

 However, they do so against an uneasy backdrop in which they must engage in repair work to redeem 
Nigeria’s poor reputation. Well-known stories of political corruption, fraudulent business schemes, and com-
munal conflict have marred Nigeria’s image. Beauty queens view themselves as public figures who under-
stand the high stakes involved in restoring an untarnished reputation. Through their strategic positions, con-
testants (all young women) use a tactic I term beauty diplomacy that stresses goodwill, hospitality, and social 
development to connect with Nigerians and cement relationships with other countries around the world. 
Through beauty pageants, women’s bodies are used to symbolize the aesthetic center of the nation to unify an 
otherwise ethnically diverse nation in addition to signaling the potential of Nigeria as an economic trailblazer. 
In this sense, nation building remains a deeply gendered project. 

 In the book I ask: How do Nigeria’s existing cultural tensions and its changing position in the global 
economy inform embodied nationalism? Organizers, contestants, corporate sponsors, fans and critics jointly 
manage the nation through these pageants. Beauty and the Nation compares the production, symbolism, and 
political controversies surrounding each pageant to show the way they differently represent the Nigerian na-
tion. The Nigerian beauty pageant industry is caught up in the dual process of navigating national unity while 
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asserting global dominance. I focus on how Nigerian beauty pageants: (1) project a cohesive national identity 
in a multiethnic and multi-religious society; (2) craft a narrative of unique nationhood while aiming to be part 
of the global arena; and (3) manage local adaptation and resistance to globalization. By comparing these con-
tests—their content, structure, and associated discourses—I theorize nationalism as a multilayered process 
informed by local and global processes.  

 This project is based on intensive ethnographic fieldwork carried out in Nigeria during the 2009-2010 
cycles of two national beauty pageants (Queen Nigeria and the Most Beautiful Girl in Nigeria) working as an 
unpaid intern. I conducted 55 formal in-depth interviews with a mix of beauty pageant affiliates. Additionally, 
the book includes extensive archival research on the Miss Nigeria beauty competition, the country’s first na-
tional beauty pageant that began in 1957. To explore the dynamics of the Miss World 2002 contest, a major 
international beauty competition held in Nigeria, I analyzed archived news reports, supplemented by inter-
views with key Nigerian-based informants who represented both opposition groups and supporters of the 
contest. My book provides an in-depth analysis of four different Nigerian beauty pageants that cater to dis-
tinct aims. These realms are contested but productive terrains for imagining the nation.   

 Beauty pageants are increasingly popular in countries like India, Venezuela, and Nigeria where mak-
ing a splash in the beauty pageant landscape holds great political and cultural significance. However, they are 
largely considered to be old-fashioned in more industrialized countries like the United States where there has 
been a steady decline in audience interest. Yet there have been controversial moments, such as the xenopho-
bic social media backlash against Nina Davuluri, the first Indian-American to win the Miss America title in 
2014, and the firestorm ignited by Carrie Prejean’s voiced opposition to the legalization of same-sex marriage 
during the 2009 Miss USA pageant’s interview segment. These moments expose deeper flashpoints over sexu-
ality, ethno-racial boundaries, and national identity. Beauty pageants are a frontier where inequality, belong-
ing, and difference get demarcated. Much of the public debate about beauty pageants is stuck on discourses 
that pit irrelevancy or oppression against each other. That is, they are considered to be either pointless events 
or the prototypical site of gendered coercion. These narrow parameters miss the complicated and sometimes 
unexpected ties between gender, beauty, and nationalism. By examining how Nigerian beauty pageants are 
both fervently embraced and staunchly challenged, I open up a broader discussion about the nationalist and 
global politics of gendered nationalism.    

Oluwakemi M. Balogun (Ph.D., UC Berkeley) is an Assistant Professor 
in the Departments of Women’s & Gender Studies and Sociology at the 
University of Oregon. Her research focuses on gender, globalization, na-
tionalism, race/ethnicity, and migration in Nigeria and the Nigerian Di-
aspora. She has published articles in outlets such 
as Ethnicities and Gender & Society. She is currently working on a book 
that examines the Nigerian beauty pageant industry to document the 
country’s transition from post-independence to emerging nationhood. 

 

The ASA’s 2015 Annual Meeting Call for Papers 

December 5, 2014: Online submission system opens. 

January 7, 2015, 3:00pm EST: Deadline for submissions.  
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Erynn Masi de Casanova, Assistant Professor of Sociology at University of Cincinnati, received 

the 2014 Distinguished Scholarly Article Award from the ASA's Labor and Labor Movements 

Section for her article, "Embodied Inequality: The Experience of Domestic Work in Urban Ecua-

dor," published in Gender & Society. 

 

 

 

After 10 years at Montana State University, Leah Schmalzbauer is now Associate Professor of 

Sociology and American Studies at Amherst College. 

 

 

 

NEW ARTICLES 

 
 

Cairns, Kate. 2014. “Both Here and Elsewhere: Rural Girls’ Contradictory Visions of the Future.” Gender 
and Education, 26(5): 477-489. 
 
Charrad, Moumira and Amina Zarrugh. 2014. “Equal or Complementary? Women in the New Tunisian Con-
stitution after the Arab Spring.” Journal of North African Studies, 19(2). 
 
Charrad, Moumira and Amina Zarrugh. 2013. “The Arab Spring and Women’s Rights in Tunisia.” E-
International Relations. http://www.e-ir.info/2013/09/04/the-arab-spring-and-womens-rights-in-tunisia/ 
 
Jackson, Brandon and Adia Harvey Wingfield. 2013. "Getting Angry to Get Ahead: Black College Men, Emo-
tional Performance, and Encouraging Racial Respectability." Symbolic Interaction, 36(3): 275-292. 
 
Nawyn, Stephanie J. and Linda Gjokaj. 2014. “The magnifying effect of privilege: Earnings inequalities at the 
intersection of gender, race, and nativity.” Feminist Formations, 26(2): 85-106. 
 
Pfeffer, Carla A. (Ed.). 2014. Special Issue: Trans Sexualities. Journal of Homosexuality, 61(5): 597-780. Avail-
able online: http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wjhm20/61/5#.U7RkoLF3tPF  
 
Pfeffer, Carla A. 2014. “Making Space for Trans Sexualities.” Journal of Homosexuality, 61(5): 597-604.  
Available online: http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00918369.2014.903108#.U7Rkz7F3tPE  
  
Wrenn, C. L. 2014. “Fifty Shades of Oppression:  Unexamined Sexualized Violence against Women and Other 
Animals.” Relations:  Beyond Anthropocentrism, 2(1): 135-139.  
Open Access: http://www.ledonline.it/index.php/Relations/article/view/27/559 

http://www.e-ir.info/2013/09/04/the-arab-spring-and-womens-rights-in-tunisia/
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/wjhm20/61/5#.U7RkoLF3tPF
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/00918369.2014.903108#.U7Rkz7F3tPE
http://www.ledonline.it/index.php/Relations/article/view/27/559
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Bell, Leslie C. 2013. Hard to Get: 20-Something Women and the Paradox of Sexual Freedom. Berkeley: 
University of California Press. (Note: recently published in paperback.) 
 

Hard to Get is a powerful and intimate examination of the sex and love lives of the most 
liberated women in history—twenty-something American women who have had more 
opportunities, more positive role models, and more information than any previous gen-
eration. Drawing from her years of experience as a researcher and a psychotherapist, Les-
lie C. Bell takes us directly into the lives of young women who struggle to negotiate the 
complexities of sexual desire and pleasure, and to make sense of their historically unique 
but contradictory constellation of opportunities and challenges. In candid interviews, 
Bell’s subjects reveal that, despite having more choices than ever, they face great uncer-
tainty about desire, sexuality, and relationships. Hard to Get offers fascinating insights 
into the many ways that sex, love, and satisfying relationships prove surprisingly elusive 
to these young women as they navigate the new emotional landscape of the 21st century. 
 

 
Fincher, Leta Hong. 2014. Leftover Women: The Resurgence of Gender Inequality in 
China. London: Zed Books. (Distributed in the U.S. by Palgrave Macmillan.) 
 
After the 1949 revolution in China, Chairman Mao famously proclaimed that 'women hold 
up half the sky.' In the early years of the People’s Republic, the Communist Party sought 
to transform gender relations with expansive initiatives. Yet those gains are being eroded 
in China’s post-socialist era. Contrary to many claims made in the media, women in China 
have experienced a dramatic rollback of rights and gains relative to men. Leftover Women 
lays out the structural discrimination against women and speaks to broader problems 
with China’s economy, politics, and development. 
 
 
Hesse-Biber, Sharlene. 2014. Waiting for Cancer to Come: Women’s Experiences with Genetic Testing 
and Medical Decision Making for Breast and Ovarian Cancer. Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan  
Press. 
 

Waiting for Cancer to Come tells the stories of women who are struggling with their high 
risk for cancer. Based on interviews and surveys of dozens of women, this book pieces 
together the diverse yet interlocking experiences of women who have tested positive for 
the BRCA 1/2 gene mutations, which indicate a higher risk of developing breast and ovar-
ian cancer. Sharlene Hesse-Biber brings these narratives to light and follows women’s 
journeys from deciding to get screened for BRCA, to learning the test has come back posi-
tive, to dealing with their risk. Many women already know the challenges of a family his-
tory riddled with cancer and now find themselves with the devastating knowledge of 
their own genetic risk. Using the voices of the women themselves to describe the under-
explored BRCA experience, Waiting for Cancer to Come looks at the varied emotional, so-
cial, economic, and psychological factors at play in women’s decisions about testing and 
cancer prevention. 

 
Kimmel, Michael, Christine Milrod, and Amanda Kennedy (Eds.). 2014. Cultural Encyclopedia of the Pe-
nis. R&L Publishers. 
 
Peter. Pecker. Wiener. Dick. Schlong. Penis. Whatever we choose to call it, the penis is more than just a body 
part. This A-to-Z encyclopedia explores the cultural meanings, interpretations, and activities associated with   

New Books  
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the penis over the centuries and across cultures. Scholars, activists, researchers and clinicians 
delve into the penis in antiquity, in art, in religion, in politics, in media, in music, and in the cul-
tural imagination. They examine the penis as a problem, a fetishized commodity, a weapon, an 
object of play. Penile décor and fashions—from piercings to koteka—are treated with equal 
dignity. Explanation of common medical terms and not-so-common subcultural practices add 
to the broad scope of the book. Taken together, the Cultural Encyclopedia of the Penis offers 
refreshing, thoughtful, and wide-ranging insight into this malleable, meaningful body part.  
 
 

Korteweg, Anna C. and Gökçe Yurdakul. 2014. The Headscarf Debates: Conflicts of National Belonging. 
Stanford University Press.  
 
All countries promote national narratives that turn historical diversities into imagined com-
monalities, appealing to shared language, religion, history, or political practice. The Head-
scarf Debates explores how the headscarf has become a symbol used to reaffirm or trans-
form these stories of belonging. Anna Korteweg and Gökçe Yurdakul focus on France, Ger-
many, and the Netherlands—countries with significant Muslim-immigrant populations—and 
Turkey, a secular Muslim state with a persistent legacy of cultural ambivalence. The authors 
discuss recent cultural and political events and the debates they engender, enlivening the 
issues with interviews with social activists, and recreating the fervor which erupts near the 
core of each national identity when threats are perceived and changes are proposed. The 
Headscarf Debates pays unique attention to how Muslim women speak for themselves, how 
their actions and statements reverberate throughout national debates. Ultimately, The Headscarf Debates bril-
liantly illuminates how belonging and nationhood is imagined and reimagined in an increasingly global world. 
 
Montemurro, Beth. 2014. Deserving Desire: Women’s Stories of Sexual Evolution. New Brunswick, NJ: 
Rutgers University Press. 

 
In Deserving Desire, Beth Montemurro takes a unique look at the evolution of women’s sexual-
ity over time, with a specific focus on the development of sexual subjectivity—that is sexual 
confidence, agency, and a sense of entitlement to sexual desire. Detailed stories of the 95 
women in this study explore how they become more comfortable with their bodies, when 
most begin to enjoy sex, feel confident and positive about engaging in it, and how they be-
come sexual subjects in control of their bodies. Deserving Desire explores the complex multi-
stage process in which sexual subjectivity evolves over a woman’s lifetime. As girls, they learn 
about sex and how those around them—parents, peers, religion and media—regard sex. Mon-
temurro emphasizes that sexual subjectivity is about feeling in control of sexual decision 

making and acting purposefully and confidently. 
 
Schmalzbauer, Leah. 2014. The Last Best Place?: Gender, Family and Migration in the New West. Stan-
ford University Press. 
 
The Last Best Place? asks us to consider the multiple racial and class-related barriers that 
Mexican migrants must negotiate in the unique context of Montana's rural gentrification. 
These daily life struggles and inter-group power dynamics are deftly examined through ex-
tensive interviews and ethnography, as are the ways gender structures inequalities within 
migrant families and communities. But Leah Schmalzbauer's research extends even farther 
to highlight the power of place and demonstrate how Montana's geography and rurality in-
tersect with race, class, gender, family, illegality, and transnationalism to affect migrants' 
well-being and aspirations. Though the New West is just one among many new destina-
tions, it forces us to recognize that the geographic subjectivities and intricacies of these des-
tinations must be taken into account to understand the full complexity of migrant life. 
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ELEVENTH SOCIAL THEORY FORUM 
April 17-18, 2015 

University of Massachusetts Boston 
 

NEW PERSPECTIVES IN INTERSECTIONALITY: 
RACE, GENDER, CLASS AND SEXUALITY 

  
With Keynote Address by PATRICIA HILL COLLINS  

  
Intersectional approaches to social research suggest that systems of oppression such as race/ethnicity, class, gender, and 
sexuality are interconnected and intersect to shape the experiences of individuals. Intersectional research centers on the 
experiences of persons often historically ignored by policymakers and in academic scholarship. Without their experi-
ences our theories of power and social processes are both incomplete and inaccurate. As a research paradigm intersec-
tionality has its origins in black feminism, third world feminism and queer theory. It has come to shape research in many 
disciplines including feminist studies, critical race theory, postcolonial theory, public policy, public health, law, psychol-
ogy, anthropology and sociology.  
  
We are seeking papers and panels that examine how intersectionality functions in a variety of realms, including 
but not limited to the following areas: Intersectionality as theory and method; intersectionality in institutional con-
texts (workplaces, schools, family, etc.); social activism, social justice, and public policy; transnationalism and migration; 
race and multiculturalism; sex, sexualities, and queer studies; class inequality; disability and embodiment; and interna-
tional relations in a global era. 
  
This two-day international conference is sponsored by the Department of Sociology and other departments and insti-
tutes at UMass Boston. We strongly encourage and will give priority to submissions of complete panel sessions with a 
maximum of four presenters. Sessions will last approximately 90 minutes. At least 25 minutes should be reserved for 
audience discussion. Individual papers are also encouraged.   
 
Paper and panel session proposals must be received no later than December 15, 2014. Please send via email to Mere-
dith Gamble at socialtheoryforum@umb.edu.  
  
Selection and notification of approval will take place by February 1, 2015. We are interested in securing a publishing 
venue for selected papers. As in prior years, the papers will be peer-reviewed anonymously for possible publication in an 
edited book.  
  
Panel Session Proposals Should Include:  
  
1) Panel title and short description (no more than 250 words) 
2) The session organizer’s name, department, institution, address, and e-mail address 
3) The following information for all participants: name; department and institution; e-mail address 
4) 250-word abstract for each paper 
5) 1 page CV for each participant 
6) Please state what, if any, audio-visual technology will be required for your session 
  
Individual Paper Proposals Should Include: 
  
1) Name of presenter, institutional affiliation, address, and email 
2) Title of individual paper and 250-word abstract of paper 
3) 1 page CV for presenter 
4) Please state what, if any, audio-visual technology will be required for your talk 

Call for Papers 

https://webmail.uic.edu/src/compose.php?send_to=socialtheoryforum@umb.edu
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2014 Sex and Gender Business Meeting Minutes 

August 19, 2014 from 9:30-10:10am in San Francisco, CA 

I. Welcome & Introductions of Officers were made by Chair CJ Pascoe 
 
Chair 
Outgoing Chair: C.J. Pascoe, University of Oregon [2013-14, Past Chair 2014-15] 
Incoming Chair: Jessica Fields, San Francisco State University [2014-15] 
Chair Elect: Allison Pugh, University of Virginia [2014-2015] (Not in attendance) 
Outgoing Past Chair: Betsy Lucal, Indiana University South Bend [2013-14] 
 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Incoming Secretary/Treasurer: Kemi Balogun, University of Oregon [2014 
Outgoing Secretary/Treasurer: Mangala Subramaniam, Purdue University [2011-2014] (Not in attendance) 
 
Student Representatives 
Student Representative: Megan Tesene, Georgia State University [2013-15] 
Outgoing Student Representatives: Katrina Leupp, University of Washington [2013-14] 
Incoming Student Representative: Michela Musto, University of Southern California [2014-16] 
 
Council 
Shari Dworkin, University of California, San Francisco [2013-15, 2-yr term, special election] 
Mignon Moore, University of California, Los Angeles [2012-15] 
Kristen Schilt, University of Chicago [2012-15] 
Elizabeth A. Armstrong, University of Michigan [2013-16] 
Sara Crawley, University of South Florida [2013-16] 
Mimi Schippers, Tulane University [2013-16] 
 
Incoming council members:  
Tristan Bridges, SUNY-Brockport  [2014-17] 
Laurel Westbrook, Grand Valley State University [2014-17] 
Cati Connell, Boston University [2014-17] 
 
Outgoing council members:  
Lisa Brush, University of Pittsburgh [2013-14, 1-yr term, special election] 
Mary Nell Trautner, University of Buffalo, SUNY [2011-14] 
 
 

II. Presentation of section awards by committee chairs  
The chairs of the various award committees or their representatives presented the awards. 

 
Sally Hacker Grad Student Paper Award – Committee Chair: Elizabeth A. Armstrong 
Winner: Catherine Cheng (University of Toronto) - "Circuits of Reproductive Labor: Sex Work and Mothering in Contem-
porary China." (award collected by Elisa Maiolino on her behalf) 
Honorable Mention: 
Elena Shih (University of California Los Angeles) - "The High Price of Freedom: Moral Economies of Low-Wage Women's 
Work in the Transnational Anti-Human Trafficking Movement."  
Abigail Weitzman (New York University) - "The Second Adolescence: The Sex of Firstborn Adolescent Offspring and Fa-
thers' Sexual Behavior and Health in the Developing World." 
 
Distinguished Article Award – Committee Chair: Mary Nell Trautner 
Winner: Pfeffer, Carla A. 2012. "Normative Resistance and Inventive Pragmatism: Negotiating Structure and Agency in 
Transgender Families." Gender & Society 26(4):574-602. 
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Distinguished Book Award – Committee Chair: Kristin Schilt 
Winner: Jocelyn Viterna. 2013. Women in war: The micro-processes of mobilization in El Salvador. Oxford University Press. 
Honorable mention: Maxine Leeds Craig. 2013. Sorry, I don't dance: Why men refuse to move. Oxford University Press. 
 
Feminist Scholar-Activism Award – Committee Chair: Sara Crawley 
Judith Auerbach, University of California, San Francisco 
 
 

III. Chair’s Report, CJ Pascoe 
 
Bylaw Revisions: Pascoe reported that Lucal and Fields had streamlined the policies and procedures of the section. These 
revised section bylaws were voted on and approved by the section.    
 
The newsletter editor Danielle Giffort plans to step down. Pascoe announced plans to solicit a new newsletter editor for the 
section. 
 
Pascoe offered her gratitude to the outgoing past chair Betsy Lucal and praised her four years of service to the section. She 
also thanked section officers, committee members, outgoing council members, session organizers, student representatives, 
the webmaster, newsletter editor, and the reception organizers for their service to the section.   
 
Session Organizers: 
Jodi O’Brien, Mangala Subramaniam, Jaita Talukdar, Caitlyn McKenzie Collins, Mary Frank Fox, Patrick Grzanka, Shari 
Dworkin, Jyoti Puri, Amy L. Stone, Sarah Diefendorf and Rebecca Plante  
 
Committee Members & Chairs: 
Distinguished Article Award: Mary Nell Trautner (Chair), Angela Jones, Jennifer Utrata, Sarah Pollock, Ross Haenfler 
 
Distinguished Book Award: Kristen Schilt (Chair), D’Lane Compton, Eileen Otis, Anthony Ocampo, Thomas J. Linneman, 
Miriam Abelson 
 
Feminist Scholar-Activist Award: Sara Crawley (Chair), Abraham Pena-Talamantes, Ariella Rotramel, Elizabeth Borland, 
Dawn Dow 
 
Graduate Student Concerns: Katrina Leupp & Megan Tesene (Co-Chairs), Jaime Hartless, Danielle Renee Denardo, De-
nise.Cook, Marik Xavier-Brier  
 
Membership: Mimi Schippers (Chair), Elroi Windsor, Amy Miller, Vrushali Patil, Allison McGrath, Cinzia Solari 
 
Nominations: Betsy Lucal (Chair), Shelly Correll, Abby Ferber, Cati Connell, Freeden Oeur, Trevor Hoppe, Adia Harvey 
Wingfield, Rachel Rinaldo 
 
Program: C.J. Pascoe (Chair), Karl Bryant, Caity Collins, Patrick Grzanka, Laura Hamilton, Jaita Talukder  
 
Publications: Shari Dworkin (Chair), Ilana Demantas, Christin Munsch, Kristy Shih, Tristan Bridges, Danielle Giffort 
 
Sally Hacker Grad Student Paper Award: Elizabeth Armstrong (Chair), Amy Wharton, Hae Yeon Choo, Smitha Radhakrish-
nan, Fareen Parvez 
 
Awards Committee: Jessica Fields (Chair), Mary Nell Trautner, Kristen Schilt, Sara Crawley, Elizabeth Armstrong  
 
Web Coordinator: Jen Carter  
 
Newsletter Editor: Danielle Giffort 
 
Reception Organizers: C.J. Pascoe, Jessica Fields, and Kjerstin Gruys 
 
A sign-up sheet was circulated for committee service at the meeting. Pacoe asked for volunteers to help form a local ar-
rangements committee to help plan the section reception.   
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IV. Budget Report, 2013-14, Submitted by Mangala Subramaniam, Reported by Kemi Balogun 
 
As of August 1, 2014, our section has the second largest membership at 1,099 (it was 1,129 in August 2013), second to 
Sociology of Culture (at 1,181). As of June 2014 (latest report available), the section’s net assets ending balance was 
$8,909 compared with $9,518 as of May 2013. Year-to-date income as of June 30, 2014 is $2,759 which is from dues and 
section budget allocation. The net asset figure does not reflect part of this year’s reception estimate (total of $2500), 
award plaques ($217), and the Council breakfast meeting estimate ($500). We will also have to cover salaries for the 
Web Coordinator and Newsletter editor ($500+$600=$1,100). As long as the membership remains around the same, the 
section budget will continue to look healthy. 
 
 

V. Graduate Student Representatives Report, Jamie Hartless 
 

Hartless informed the membership that the student concerns committee organized a happy hour during the meetings. 
While they had a good turnout, they plan to do more outreach with local residents of future ASA meeting locations in or-
der to find better sites. They conducted a survey with students in order to find out more about mentoring needs. The 
committee determined that the best course of action was to implement a networking program organized around discus-
sion roundtables focused on issues of professionalization, developing academic interests, and navigating life in marginal-
ized spaces. They plan to survey faculty on issues of mentoring and networking. They want to increase activity on their 
Facebook page in order to make it more collaborative and interactive.     
 
 

VI. New Business 
 
Passing of the Chairship: Chair Pascoe passed on the chairship of the section to Jessica Fields.  
 
Discussion of session proposals for 2014 by Jessica Fields: 
 
Fields solicited suggestions from those members present for the ASA 2015 meetings in Chicago. The next meeting’s 
theme of “Sexualities in the Social World” was noted.  
 
Ideas included the following: 
Urban ethnography 
Women of color in urban spaces 
Religion and Sexuality 
Queer Youth 
Sexual Assault on College Campus 
Chicago School and Ethnography 
Reproductive Justice 
Developing World 
Policing Minority Masculinity 
Gender and Law 
Bodies and Resistance 
Demography 
Public Opinion and Sexuality 
Sexual Subjectivity 
LGBT Issues and People of Color; Trans Identity 
Sexuality and Material Culture 
US Culture and How Translates Transnationally 
The Job Market and the Fields of Sex/Gender 
 
A total of 58 section members were present including officers and council. 
 
Meeting adjourned.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  



2015 Call for Awards  

DISTINGUISHED ARTICLE AWARD 
Contact: Elizabeth A. Armstrong (elarmstr@umich.edu) 

Deadline: February 14, 2015 
 
The 2015 Sex and Gender Distinguished Article Award Committee is currently accepting nominations of outstanding and 
innovative articles or book chapters published in 2013 or 2014. The award honors those who make a significant contri-
bution to the field of sex and gender through an article or book chapter on the cutting edge of sociological inquiry. Au-
thors need not be sociologists, and articles may be published in journals associated with disciplines other than sociology. 
Self-nominations are acceptable. To nominate a particular article or book chapter for this award, please submit a one-
page letter explaining why the article makes a significant contribution to the sociology of sex and gender, along with an 
electronic version of the article/chapter to the Committee Chair, Elizabeth Armstrong, at elarmstr@umich.edu. In the 
subject line of your email please type "NOMINATION FOR SEX & GENDER ARTICLE AWARD." Nominees must be current 
members of the American Sociological Association. While not a requirement, we encourage nominees to become mem-
bers of ASA's Sex and Gender section. Nomination deadline is February 14, 2015. 
 
Committee: 
Elizabeth Armstrong, (Chair), University of Michigan (elarmstr@umich.edu) 
Cawo Abdi, University of Minnesota  
Chaitanya Lakkimsetti, Texas A&M University  
Emily Mann, University of South Carolina  
Beth Montemurro, Penn State University, Abington  
Marik Xavier-Brier, Georgia State University  
 
 
 

FEMINIST SCHOLAR-ACTIVIST AWARD 
Contact: Sara Crawley (scrawley@usf.edu) 

Deadline: February 15, 2015 
 
The Sex and Gender Section seeks nominations for the Feminist Scholar-Activist Award, established in 2010 to recognize 
and honor scholars who have used feminist research and strategies to foster social change in public understandings and 
treatments of gender. Nominees may have contributed to a range of efforts, including (but not limited to) critically en-
gaged pedagogy, community-based or participatory research, translational work, advocacy research, media campaigns, 
and grassroots organizing. Scholar-activist efforts may be local, regional, national, or international, and nominations may 
recognize early-career, mid-career, and life-time achievement of individuals and groups. The committee will not consider 
self-nominations. Nominees must be current members of the American Sociological Association. While not a require-
ment, we encourage nominees to become members of ASA's Sex and Gender section. To submit a nomination for the 
Feminist Scholar-Activist Award, please send a letter of nomination, a copy of the nominee’s vita, one additional support-
ing letter, and any additional relevant supporting material to the Committee Chair, Sara Crawley, at scrawley@usf.edu. 
Nomination deadline is February 15, 2015. 
 
Committee:  
Sara Crawley (Chair), University of South Florida (scrawley@usf.edu) 
Laura Fantone, University of California, Berkeley  
Rocio Garcia, UCLA  
Gloria González-Lopez, University of Texas—Austin  
Karen Hossfeld, San Francisco State University  
Gail Murphy-Geiss, Colorado College  
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SALLY HACKER GRADUATE STUDENT PAPER AWARD 
Contact: Laurel Westbrook (westbrol@gvsu.edu)  

Deadline: February 16, 2015 
 
Papers are currently being accepted for the 2015 Sally Hacker Graduate Student Paper Award in Sex and Gender. The 
paper should deal with a theoretical issue or empirical problem important to the field of sex and gender. It may be based 
on a dissertation that is still in progress or was completed and approved no earlier than February 2014. Papers based on 
master's theses or other research are also eligible. Papers should be journal length (35 pages maximum) and may be 
published or in manuscript. Self-nominations are acceptable. Nominees must be current members of the American Socio-
logical Association. While not a requirement, we encourage nominees to become members of ASA's Sex and Gender sec-
tion. Please send a letter of nomination and an electronic version of the paper to the Committee Chair, Laurel West-
brook, at westbrol@gvsu.edu. Nomination deadline is February 16, 2015. 

 
Committee: 
Laurel Westbrook (Chair), Grand Valley State University (laurelwestbrook@gmail.com) 
Kristen M Barber, Southern Illinois University 
Jennifer Carlson, University of Toronto 
Hae Yeon Choo, University of Toronto 
Amy S. Wharton, Washington State University 
 
 

DISTINGUISHED BOOK AWARD 
Contact: Shari Dworkin (Shari.Dworkin@ucsf.edu)  

Deadline: February 1, 2015 
 
The 2015 Sex and Gender Distinguished book Award Committee is currently accepting nominations of outstanding and 
innovative books published in 2014, 2013, or 2012. This award honors those who make a significant contribution to the 
field of sex and gender through a distinguished manuscript that is on the cutting edge of sociological inquiry. Nominees 
must be current members of the American Sociological Association. While not a requirement, we encourage nominees to 
become members of ASA's Sex and Gender section. Self-nominations are acceptable, and authors need not be sociologists 
– though the books must be relevant to sociologists. Edited collections are ineligible; and nominations from publishers 
will not be accepted. 
 
To nominate a book for this award: 
 

1. Send a two-page letter via email explaining how this book makes a significant and innovative contribution to 
the sociology of sex and gender to the Committee Chair, Shari L. Dworkin, at shari.dworkin@ucsf.edu, and 

2. Notify the book publisher to send copies of the books by February 1, 2015 to the chair and all the committee 
members (6 copies). Contact information for all committee members is below. 

 
Please note that the nomination deadline for this award is February 1, 2015. No nomination letters will be accepted af-
ter February 1, 2015. 
 
Have publisher send books to EACH committee member listed below: 
 

 Shari L. Dworkin (Committee Chair), 3333 California Street, Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences, Uni-
versity of California at San Francisco, San Francisco, CA 94118 

 Ben Carrington, Department of Sociology, University of Texas at Austin, 305 East 23rd Street, Mailcode A1700, 
CLA 3.374, Austin, Texas, 78712 

 Chien-Juh Gu, Department of Sociology, Western Michigan University, 1903 West Michigan Avenue, 3220 San-
gren Hall, Mail Stop 5257, Kalamazoo, MI, 49008-5257 

 Kelly Haesung Chong, Sociology Department, University of Kansas, 1415 Jayhawk Blvd., 716 Fraser Hall, Law-
rence, KS, 66045-7540 

 Julia Sinclair-Palm, Program in Language, Culture, and Teaching, York University, 4700 Keele Street, Toronto, 
ON, M3J 1P3, Canada 

 Jocelyn Viterna, Department of Sociology and Social Studies, Harvard University, 33 Kirkland Street, 504 William 
James Hall, Cambridge, MA, 02138 
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Sex & Gender Sessions at ASA 2015 

OPEN SESSIONS 
 

Sex & Gender Roundtables 
Organizers: Jennifer Beggs Weber (University of West Georgia) and Nathaniel Burke (University of Southern California)  
 
  

Intersectional Approaches to Trans Studies  
Co-sponsored with LGBT Caucus 

Organizers:  Angela Jones (Farmingdale State College-State University of New York) and  
Shantel Buggs (University of Texas, Austin) 

 
This session invites papers that examine how race, ethnicity, age, ability, sexual orientation, gender, class, re-
ligion, nationality, and citizenship status shape the lives of trans identified people and the ways trans experi-
ences illuminate the workings of social systems. While transphobia is a serious issue worthy of extensive 
scholarly examination, we are especially interested in papers exploring empowerment and joy through an in-
tersectional lens. 
 
 

Straight Sexualities: Critical Perspectives  

Co-sponsored with Sexualities 
Organizers: James Dean (Sonoma State University) and Alison Moss (University of Illinois, Chicago) 

 

Critical perspectives on heterosexualities analyze straight sexualities as a set of identity practices, form of 
privilege, and principle in power relations that organizes gender and sexual orders. For this session, we seek 
papers that investigate diverse meanings, social arrangements, and hierarchies within the category of hetero-
sexuality and help us understand what the sociology of sex, gender, and sexualities offers examinations of nor-
mative heterosexualities.  
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The Program Committee (Jessica Fields (chair), James J. Dean, Max Greenberg, Fareen Parvez, Allison Pugh, and 
Elena Shih) are pleased to announce the 2015 Sex and Gender Section sessions. Our section will sponsor or co-

sponsor a total of six open sessions, two invited sessions, and a roundtable session. Thanks to the committee for 
their work assembling the sessions and to the co-sponsoring sections for their collaboration.  



Gender Activism and the Global South 
Organizers: Elena Shih (Brown University) and Sasha Maria Rodriguez (SUNY Stonybrook)  

 

This panel will consider global activism—from grassroots organizing to transnational social movements—
whose focal orientation includes issues of gender. Such activism addresses, for example, violence and assault, 
legal and political representation, workers’ rights, religious freedom, and sexuality and gender identities. Facili-
tating conversation across the diverse repertoires of Global South politics, the panel looks toward transnational 
feminist solidarity within contemporary gender activism.  

 

Conversations on Feminist Theory  
Organizers: Fareen Parvez (UMass Amherst) and Cassaundra Rodriguez (UMass Amherst) 

 
This session aims to generate conversation through papers that reflect on the trajectory and current state of 
feminist theory. How do feminist scholars respond to critiques of Second and Third Wave scholarship? What 
tensions and exclusions still challenge feminist theory? Papers may come from a variety of perspectives and em-
pirical foundations and may address feminist method, epistemology, movements, and efforts to extend the con-
versation beyond Western theory. 

 
Sexual Assault and the State  

Organizers: Max Greenberg (University of Southern California) and Rebecca Plante (Ithaca College)  

 
This session invites papers examining sexual assult in relationship to medical, legal, penal, academic, military 
and other state-involved institutions. How do these institutions produce, maintain, normalize, and interrupt vio-
lence? How do those animating state institutions make sense of and sometimes contest sexual violence in every-
day interactions? We invite a range of understandings of “sexual assault” and “the state,” including those locat-
ing their analysis in work on neoliberalism. 

 
Gender, Sexuality, and Work  

Co-sponsored with Organizations, Occupations, & Work 
Organizers: Allison Pugh (University of Virginia) and Maura Kelly (Portland State University)  

 

We seek papers that address gender, sexuality and work, particularly given the contemporary organization of 
work and labor relations. Papers could consider how gender identities and sexual identities are salient at work, 
how workers experience gender- and sexuality-based discrimination, how organizations are gendered and 
sexualized, and how gender and sexuality intersect with the experience of work flexibility and precariousness. 

 

INVITED SESSIONS 
 

Race, Gender, Sexuality, and Justice: Considering Criminality  
Co-sponsored with Race, Gender, Class 

Organizer: Jessica Fields (Associate Professor, San Francisco State University) 
Panelists: TBD 

 

This invited session highlights the particular contributions of feminist, critical race, and ethnographic research 
to understandings of crime, violence, and incarceration. Presenters will locate concerns about criminality in 
communities, neighborhoods, institutions, and intimate relationships and explore people’s embodied experi-
ences of mass incarceration, surveillance, policing, and marginality. 

 
Intersectionality Theory & Praxis  

Co-sponsored with Race, Gender, Class  
Organizer: Nancy López (University of New Mexico)  

Panelists: Kimberle Crenshaw, Evelyn Nakano Glenn, and Lynn Weber  



2014-2015 

Sex & Gender Officers 
 

Chair: Jessica Fields, San Francisco State University 

 

Chair-Elect: Allison Pugh, University of Virginia  

 

Past-Chair: C.J. Pascoe, University of Oregon  

 

Secretary/Treasurer: Kemi Balogun, University of 

Oregon 

 

 

Sex & Gender Council 
 

Elizabeth A. Armstrong, University of Michigan 

Tristan Bridges, State University of New York, Brock-

port 

Cati Connell, Boston University 

Sara L. Crawley, University of South Florida 

Shari Dworkin, University of California, San Francisco 

Mignon R. Moore, University of California, Los Angeles 

Kristen Schilt, University of Chicago 

Mimi Schippers, Tulane University 

Laurel Westbrook, Grand Valley State University 

 

 

Graduate Student Representatives 
 

Michela Musto, University of Southern California  

Megan Marie Tesene, Georgia State University  


