
As I write this column I am 

struck by the ever-increasing 

demands brought on by the 

multiple modes of communi-

cation that now contour our 

technological environment. 

While I have resisted engag-

ing in these new networking 

strategies, I witness many of 

my colleagues blogging, tex-

ting, posting on Facebook, 

setting up webpages, and par-

ticipating in discussion 

boards, and I question my 

reluctance to take up these 

technologies, particularly 

when I see how effective some 

of our section members are at 

applying feminist analyses to 

contemporary issues in these 

new forums. Our members‘ 

online impact has been espe-

cially visible as they blog on 

high profile sites like the Huff-

ington Post (e.g., check out 

Abby Ferber‘s and Michael 

Kimmel‘s posts on this site). I 

have also discovered other 

blogs by feminist sociologists. 

For example, Kari Lerum 

founded and co-edits the blog 

Sexuality & Society hosted by 

Contexts [http://contexts.org/

sexuality/]. Joe Feagin and 

Jesse Daniels co-founded Ra-

cism Review [http://

www.racismreview. com/

blog/]. Both of these sites offer 

important forums for critical 

sociological analysis of issues 

relevant to the changing politi-

cal, economic and social con-

text. 

As I contemplate how to con-

tribute to these innovative 

forms of public sociology, the 

thought that goes through my 

head as I try to juggle too 

many balls in the air with too 

little sleep is: ―I can‘t imagine 

how to manage one more de-

mand on my time.‖ But, per-

haps I am approaching this 

urge to expand my engagement 

in cyberspace all wrong. I re-

cently came across a site set up 

by Kerry Ann Rockquemore 

[http://

www.newfacultysuccess.com/]. 

Kerry Ann is using her many 

talents to support junior faculty 

in their successful bid for ten-

ure. She is particularly inter-

ested in providing guidance to 

junior faculty of color (see her 

book co-authored with Tracey 

Laszloffy, The Black Aca-

demic's Guide to Winning Ten-

ure—Without Losing Your 

Soul). I checked out her website 

which was brought to my atten-

tion by Rodney Coates on 

ABSdiscourse. Rodney is an-

other academic who manages to 

enlist multiple media outlets to 

share his sociological insights. 

In a recent column in Inside 

Higher Education titled  

Continued on page 2 

Letter from the Chair 
Nancy A. Naples, University of Connecticut 

2010 Section Nominations 

 

The nominations were gener-

ated by the nominations com-

mittee, which is chaired by 

Michael Messner. One person 

will be elected Chair, two 

people will be elected to the 

Council, and two people will 

be elected to the Sally Hacker 

Award Committee. Members 

will have the opportunity to 

vote later this spring. 

 

Sex and Gender Chair: 

Marlese Durr, Wright State University 

Betsy Lucal, Indiana University 

Sex and Gender Council: 

Shelley Correll, Stanford University 

Abby Ferber, University of Colorado, Colorado Springs 

Liana Sayer, Ohio State University 

Julie Winterich, Guilford College 

Sally Hacker Award Committee: 

Karen Christopher, University of Louisville 

Stephanie Moller, University of North Carolina, Charlotte 

Laura Ann Sanchez, Bowling Green State University 
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Choice has always been a two-edged 

sword. On the one hand, America is all 

about choice: the choice to be here, the 

electoral choice of government, the choice 

of where to live and how to live, the 

(endless) choices of what to buy, what to 

eat, where to ‗worship‘, choice, choice, 

choice. So when it came to issues of moth-

erhood, ―Choice‖ was a winner: to make 

people do things they didn‘t choose to do is 

so ―un-American.‖ 

But there‘s a dangerous underbelly to 

choice, the other side of the sword. If eve-

rything is all about choice, then you will 

always have only yourself to blame. If you 

don‘t like America, 

after all, ―Go back 

where you came 

from.‖ You chose 

to be here. 

And so it goes with 

motherhood and all 

the issues of pro-

creation– if it‘s a 

‗choice,‘ then you‘ve made it, and don‘t 

expect much sympathy if you don‘t like the 

way it‘s playing out. Choices have conse-

quences, and grownups should know that. 

That makes for a harsh world. 

Used to be, if a young woman found herself 

pregnant when she didn‘t want to be, she 

could have an abortion. And she could be 

sad about that. Now she can still have the 

abortion (so far, worrisome but still more-

or-less—more so with money, less so with-

out, like everything else in America—a 

right to abortion is still kinda there), but she 

cannot be sad about it. Crying is not accept-

able in an abortion clinic any more – it 

indicates that you are not sure about your 

choice, that you are perhaps not happy with 

your choice. And if you are not happy with 

your choice, then, well…. Why are you 

choosing that? 

Abortion clinics these days put a fair 

amount of energy into making women jus-

tify their abortions, demonstrate 

their clarity and commitment to 

the abortion. I really do under-

stand that – in this particular 

climate, in the prevailing anti-

abortion sentiment (and I think I 

do really mean sentiment) no 

clinic anywhere ever wants any-

one having any kind of ‗second 

thought,‘ any regret. Just picture 

the flat-out disaster ready to ensue if a 

young woman comes back two weeks – or 

two decades – later saying, ―Why did you 

talk me into that abortion!‖ The abortion 

has to be entirely, completely, absolutely 

her choice:  both hers alone, and a choice. 

But abortion is not a ‗choice‘ in that 

sense. A lot of the time, it‘s a least-worst 

option, it‘s the best option when there are 

no other options, the choice you make 

when it‘s your ‗only choice.‘ The phrase 

‗only choice‘ has been haunting me for 

years. I first heard it when I was doing 

work on prenatal testing and selective 

abortion. Women with pregnancies de-

fined as ‗at risk,‘ women over 35, or with 

previous pregnancies that went awry 

somehow, or with family histories that 

were worrisome to genetic counselors, 

were offered the ‗choice‘ of prenatal test-

ing. And some women felt that having the 

testing was their only choice, while oth-

ers felt that not having it was their only 

choice. No one felt, ―oh, here‘s what I‘d 

like to do – have a high risk pregnancy 

where something truly awful could befall 

my baby, learn about it halfway through 

the pregnancy, and have a hard abortion.‖ 

And no one felt, ―Oh here‘s what I‘d like 

to do – have a high risk pregnancy, have 

no idea what might be happening to my 

baby, and then live with a seriously dis-

abled or dying child that I chose to have.‖ 

But everyone felt that one of those situa-

tions was yet more unbearable than the 

other, and so ‗chose‘ the least-worst op-

tion. An only choice, a choice you make 

when you have no real choices to make. 

Continued on page 3  
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Abortion, choice, choice, choice and choice 
By Barbara Katz Rothman, City University of New York 

But abortion is not a ‘choice’ in that 

sense. A lot of the time, it’s a least-

worst option, it’s the best option when 

there are no other options, the choice 

you make when it’s your ‘only choice.’   

Letter from the Chair, cont’d from p. 1 

―Balance is a Myth,‖ Kerry Ann questions 

whether achieving balance is even possi-

ble. While I beg to differ that the multiple 

demands recede post-tenure (although I do 

not diminish the significance of tenure for 

offering the security to resist some of the 

pressures), I was struck by the wisdom of 

her advice. She concludes her column with 

the following sentiment: ―I hope this week 

brings each of you a sense of clarity about 

the structural origin of your time pressures, 

a spirit of gentleness towards yourself as 

you navigate this difficult terrain, endless 

creativity in designing your own solutions, 

and the feeling of empowerment that 

comes from moving forward.‖ In my ex-

perience, the goal of balancing competing 

demands remains illusive regardless of 

rank, and the pressures to learn and utilize 

new technologies in the midst of these de-

mands can feel overwhelming. Perhaps 

focusing in on what we hope to achieve 

each day or in our career more generally 

will provide greater clarity regarding which 

activities to take on and which ones to put 

on hold. My blogging days may come but 

not until I can figure out a way to ignore or 

reorder the to-do list on my desk. Mean-

while I am comforted to know that many of 

you are finding a way to insert critical femi-

nist perspectives in ever-expanding cyber-

space.  

 

*** My deepest thanks to Eve Shapiro and 

Barbara Katz Rothman for their wonderful 

contributions to the Newsletter. I also  want 

to thank Mike Messner for his leadership 

on the Ad Hoc Award Committee. The 

recommendation of his committee to es-

tablish a new award for Feminist 

Scholar-Activism will be put on the ballot 

since it would involve changes to our by-

laws. Thanks again to Newsletter editor 

Valerie Chepp and Website manager Tal 

Peretz for their service to the section. 

Planning for Atlanta is well underway 

and my appreciation goes out to session 

organizers, Anastasia Prokos, Irene 

Padavic, Frances Hasso, Vrushali Patil, 

Juliet Shor, Christine Morton, Louise 

Roth, Mary Frank Fox, Patti Giuffre, 

Melanie Heath, Betsy Lucal and Tey 

Meadow, and to all of you who have sub-

mitted papers. 
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This past summer and fall Caster Semenya, 

found herself the subject of a global media 

frenzy, international political sparing, and a 

very public accounting of her status not as 

a runner, but as a woman. Many of us re-

sponded, as sociologists often do, by en-

gaging contemporary gender theory and 

turning a critical lens on the negotiations of 

sex and gender in the media and sports 

world. Vibrant discussion about Caster 

Semenya took place on popular blogs such 

as the Huffington Post, on sociological 

websites such as Contexts, and on a variety 

of gender-focused listserves including SWS 

(see the resources section below for some 

of these links). Many of these blogs and 

posts talked about the sensation around 

Semenya as a ―teachable moment‖ wherein 

we could take current events and impart a 

sociological reading to students. And, 

based on the discussions on these and other 

sites, many of us did exactly that.  

As I prepared to teach my class of mostly 

first-year students with, I assumed, little 

exposure to transgender and intersex is-

sues and lives, I struggled with how to 

approach these issues. While I think that 

current events offer a unique chance to 

talk with students about the inadequacies 

of dominant systems of 

sex and gender, doing so 

in a way that neither 

reproduces cisgender-

ism—viewing normative 

sex-gender alignment 

and natural and inevita-

ble and alternative sex-

gender pairings as 

pathological—nor over-

simplifies the diversity 

of transgender and inter-

sex lives is challenging. 

For example, recent 

media and pop-cultural 

events such as Thomas Beatie‘s preg-

nancy, Caster Semenya‘s challenged sex 

status, RuPaul‘s ―Drag Race‖ on LOGO, 

fights over the pathologization of gender 

non-conformity in the forthcoming DSM, 

and other high-profile transgender and in-

tersex ―cases‖ raise questions about the 

complexities of all sexed and gendered 

lives, not just transgender ones. And yet 

these ―cases‖ have 

more often than not 

been reduced to exotic 

others, medical spec-

tacles and deviant 

lives.  

In ―Teaching Trans-

gender‖ Tre Wentling, 

Kristen Schilt, Elroi 

Windsor and Betsy 

Lucal (2008) lay out a 

series of guiding prin-

ciples for integrating 

transgender and inter-

sex material into the 

curriculum such that the othering and ex-

ceptionalism present in some early socio-

logical engagements with gender non-

conformity is replaced with productive, 

progressive dialogue. They suggest: includ-

ing sources by transgender individuals; 

discussing transphobia; spending time on 

terminology and naming histories; includ-

ing diverse voices (across gender, race, 

class, and national borders); discussing 

lived experiences, politics, and social issues 

(and not just bodies); and differentiating 

between sexual and gender identities. This 

is a wonderful accounting of how to ap-

proach transgender and intersex topics in 

the classroom. In practice, the means of 

intervening successfully, for me, has been 

to focus students on case studies as a 

chance to examine the lives of transgender 

and intersex individuals alongside the so-

cial and political regulatory functions of a 

state and society-enforced cisgender 

sex/gender system. To do so successfully 

requires class time spent defining terminol-

ogy and discussing transphobia as well as a 

careful presentation of abstract gender 

theories and arguments in conversation 

with the lived experiences of cisgender, 

transgender and intersex individuals. To 

present these issues as about only gender 

non-conformity obscures the very real part 

that cisgender individuals play in maintain-

ing and challenging sex/gender systems; 

and to present these issues only in the ab-

stract erases the real-world, nuanced lives  

Continued on page 4  
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By Eve Shapiro, Westfield State College 

In practice, the means of intervening 

successfully, for me, has been to focus 

students on case studies as a chance to 

examine the lives of transgender and 

intersex individuals alongside the social 

and political regulatory functions of a 

state and society-enforced cisgender 

sex/gender system. 

Abortion, choice, choice, choice and choice,  
cont’d from p. 2 
Those women who chose an abortion were 

allowed to grieve a bit. Not too much, I 

found – people kept telling them how 

lucky they were to have testing available, 

how lucky to avoid a yet-worse fate. 

That‘s a fairly ordinary thing – break both 

your legs in a car accident and it‘s pretty 

certain that people will be telling you how 

lucky you were it was only broken legs. I 

hardly ever wake up in the morning feel-

ing lucky because my legs didn‘t get bro-

ken yesterday, but sure, if I was in a crash 

I‘d be thinking that too. 

What I‘ve seen in the changing context of 

reproductive decision-making, is that as 

abortion – all abortions, abortions to get 

‗unpregnant‘ as well as the ‗medical‘ or 

‗selective‘ abortions to avoid the birth of a 

particular potential child with particular 

potential problems – is more highly and 

shrilly contested, the ‗luck‘ of having the 

‗choice‘ drowns out any possibility for 

grief, for sadness, for tears.  

Can‘t a woman be sad that she‘s not in a 

position – financial or emotional or social 

or physical, any one or all of those – to 

have a baby? Or can she only be happy 

that she has the choice? Go to your local 

abortion clinic, and you will see a celebra-

tion of ‗choice‘ that leaves no room for any 

other emotion. I know that if we begin to 

make room for sadness or tears, we risk 

demanding them of women, making a dis-

play of grief obligatory for even those 

abortions that bring nothing but relief.  

Abortion clinics have come close to that 

too, requiring contrition and regret as emo-

tional currency for abortions, and that‘s not 

acceptable either.   

Abortions are not all the same – some are 

moments of personal empowerment, some 

moments of extraordinary disempower-

ment, many somewhere in the messy mid-

dle where most of us live most of our lives.  

Can we not find a way to permit sadness 

back for women who are sad, relief for 

those who are nothing but relieved and a 

lot of mixed feelings for all?  

 

Barbara Katz Rothman is Professor of 

Sociology at City University of New York. 

Email: BKatzRothman@gc.cuny.edu. 
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of transgender and intersex people. In my 

experience these discussions also take inten-

tional crafting to move beyond body-

centered questions and terminology and 

toward sociological analysis. I also know 

that I‘m not unique in this approach; for 

example Kristen  Schilt raised these very 

questions last year in her ―Sex and Gender 

Newsletter‖ essay on the film ―No Dumb 

Questions‖ (2009). One common speed 

bump that I encounter, particularly from my 

smartest students, is the very strong, learned, 

sentiment that good feminists know that 

gender is cultural and sex is biological. Di-

vesting feminist sociology students from this 

claim is complicated and challenging the 

problematic assumptions that it rests on is 

hard. Many of us have often used the short-

hand of a sex/gender, nature/nurture split to 

communicate the very social nature of gen-

der. However, this approach assumes that 

gender non-conformity is the manifestation 

of a social misfit and not a real sense of self; 

that sex is a genetic, biological fact on top of 

which culture is written. It is here that I turn 

to the wonderful work on the histories and 

social negotiations of sex and gender, done 

in sociology, to introduce students to a more 

robust understanding of both sex and gender.  

Moving back and forth between theory and 

lived experiences is time consuming and 

introduces almost unmanageable complex-

ity. Real-world examples highlight how 

gender as an institution functions in a 

range of lives, and how messy sex and 

gender identities, bodies, and experiences 

are. On the other hand, gender theory and 

sociological analysis elaborates how and 

why all of this matters, and allows us to 

draw abstract conclusions from it all. De-

spite the challenges, however, the rewards 

are plentiful. For example, last fall I used 

short audio segments from NPR about 

Caster Semenya as teaching tools to start a 

discussion in my Introduction to Sociol-

ogy courses. After playing the clips, 

which highlighted the scientific and sex-

ual complexities of sex and gender we 

were able to have a remarkably in-depth 

discussion about the medical and social 

construction of sex and gender, and make 

sense of the contradictory media coverage 

and public response that surrounded Se-

menya. We examined the early problem-

atic coverage around ‗hermaphrodites‘ 

and very public discussion of Semenya‘s 

gender, body, and sex versus much good 

complex coverage that has focused on the 

fallacy of a universal binary sex or gender 

model. The voices of other authorities in 

science, sports, and journalism lent cre-

dence to my sometimes suspicious (in 

students‘ eyes) assertions and analyses. 

Engaging these issues also generated dis-

Page 4 
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Caster Semenya 

 

Contexts has published several blogs about Caster Semenya, intersex 

activism, and global gender non-conformity. They provide short, so-

ciologically savvy pieces for classroom discussion. See for example:  

http://contexts.org/socimages/2009/09/12/semenyas-makeover-

gender-as-performance/ 

http://contexts.org/socimages/2008/09/04/the-phall-o-meter/ 

http://contexts.org/sexuality/2009/11/13/india-officially-

recognizes-third-sexgender/ 

 

Michael Kimmel wrote a Huffington Post blog on Caster Semenya: 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-kimmel/the-bigotry-of-

the-binary_b_267572.html 

 

National Public Radio essays, transcripts and audio clips about the 

Caster Semenya case at: 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?

storyId=112810116 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?

storyId=112841984 

http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?

storyId=123206431 

Teaching Transgender 

 

Reis, Elizabeth. 2004. ―Teaching Trans-

gender History, Identity, Politics.‖ Radical 

History Review 88: 166–77.  

 

Wentling, Tre, Kristen Schilt, Elroi Win-

dsor, and Betsy Lucal. 2008. ―Teaching Transgender.‖ Teach-

ing Sociology 36 (1): 49-57. 

As highlighted in Wentling et.al., the UMass Stonewall 

Center has great transgender resource sheets online at: 

http://www.umass.edu/stonewall/transhand/ 

 

The National Center for Transgender Equality has a ―Teaching 

Transgender‖ manual that offers good introductory exercises, 

terminology sheets, etc.  

http://www.nctequality.org/Resources/

NCTE_Teaching_Transgender.pdf 

 

In the July 2009 ―Sex and Gender Newsletter‖ Kristen Schilt 

profiled the film ―No Dumb Questions‖ (24 minutes), an intro-

ductory film profiling one woman‘s family relationships during 

transition.  

http://mirror.asanet.org/sectionsexgend/news/july09.pdf  

cussion on the ethics of sex testing in sports 

and of outing, the intersection of pop cul-

ture and social justice movements (with 

discussions, for example, of transgender 

contestants on reality shows), and the rela-

tionship between cisgender and transgender 

experiences of gender and gender policing. 

In the end, my students left able to talk and 

think critically about sex and gender and 

with a language to describe, respectfully, 

transgender and intersex individuals. 

For me one of the main impetuses and re-

wards of teaching transgender and intersex 

topics is to highlight the similarity between 

cisgender and transgender navigations of 

gender alongside the very real sanctions for 

gender and sex non-conformity. I aim to 

help students grasp the historical and con-

textual specificity of gendered lives as well 

as the outcomes of technologies of domina-

tion, as Foucault would call them. To do so 

is one of the central ways we can (and do) 

impact the gendered opportunities and re-

alities of cisgender and transgender stu-

dents alike. I have included below just a 

few of the many wonderful resources in 

sociology for teaching about transgender 

and intersex lives as well as links to the 

materials I discussed above.  

Eve Shapiro is an Assistant Professor of 

Sociology at Westfield State College, email 

eshapiro@wsc.ma.edu. 

http://contexts.org/socimages/2009/09/12/semenyas-makeover-gender-as-performance/
http://contexts.org/socimages/2009/09/12/semenyas-makeover-gender-as-performance/
http://contexts.org/socimages/2008/09/04/the-phall-o-meter/
http://contexts.org/sexuality/2009/11/13/india-officially-recognizes-third-sexgender/
http://contexts.org/sexuality/2009/11/13/india-officially-recognizes-third-sexgender/
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-kimmel/the-bigotry-of-the-binary_b_267572.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/michael-kimmel/the-bigotry-of-the-binary_b_267572.html
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=112810116
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=112810116
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=112841984
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=112841984
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=123206431
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=123206431
http://www.umass.edu/stonewall/transhand/
http://www.nctequality.org/Resources/NCTE_Teaching_Transgender.pdf
http://www.nctequality.org/Resources/NCTE_Teaching_Transgender.pdf
http://mirror.asanet.org/sectionsexgend/news/july09.pdf
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ASA Section News 

 

Invitation to Join the Caucus on 

Transnational Approaches to Gender 

and Sexuality.  The Caucus on Transna-

tional Approaches to Gender and Sexual-

ity is a network of sociologists whose 

research and/or teaching engage with 

transnational approaches to gender and 

sexuality in diverse social and historical 

contexts. Membership is free and open to 

professors and graduate students whose 

research explores such approaches. 

The Caucus is an independent body, but 

works with the Sex and Gender Section 

of the ASA, as well as other sections. The 

group was created to address some of the 

difficulties of doing research, theorizing, 

and publishing on gender and sexuality 

issues in non-U.S. and comparative con-

texts in U.S. sociology. 

The Caucus sponsors the listserv 

SOCGLOBE in order to foster the pro-

ductive exchange of ideas and resources 

among sociologists engaged in critical 

studies of gender and sexuality that chal-

lenge the nation state as a natural unit of 

analysis. Members communicate current 

research and research interests; discuss 

new books, articles, approaches, methods 

and tools of analysis; test new ideas; and 

post announcements about conferences, 

fellowships and grants, research and pub-

lication opportunities, and jobs. To sub-

scribe to this group, send an email to 

vrushali.patil@gmail.com. 

The Caucus will have a public lunch 

meeting at the 2010 ASA in Atlanta to 

which all who are interested in the Cau-

cus, members and non members, are in-

vited (date, time and place to be an-

nounced - stay tuned). 

 

New ASA Sections- in-Formation 

 

The Altruism & Social Solidarity Sec-

tion seeks to promote theoretical devel-

opment and empirical research pertaining 

to altruism and social solidarity. In the 

broadest sense, this subject matter con-

sists of activities intended to benefit the 

welfare of others. These activities span 

the micro-macro continuum, from indi-

vidual, to interpersonal, to organizational, 

to global, in all their forms and processes. 

Attention is given to the cultural and 

structural sources of altruism and social 

solidarity, and both their anticipated and 

unanticipated consequences. In today's 

world beset with individual and inter-

group discord and violence, the intrinsic 

scientific, policy, and public relevance of 

this subject in helping the human commu-

nity to construct ―good societies‖ is un-

questionable. The work of the section 

promotes understanding of the conditions 

necessary for a broad vision of the com-

mon good that includes all individuals 

and groups. 

Section activities are directed towards 

establishing the discipline of sociology in 

the forefront of theoretical development 

and empirical testing in this essential 

interdisciplinary area of scientific investi-

gation. These activities include the fol-

lowing: to provide for periodic regular 

exchanges of information at the Annual 

Meeting of the American Sociological 

Association; to formally recognize out-

standing theoretical, empirical, and ap-

plied work in the field of altruism and 

social solidarity through annual awards; 

to link with other scientific groups work-

ing on psychological, cultural, and ge-

netic aspects of altruism and solidarity; to 

develop and augment a community of 

scholars dedicated to the study of altru-

ism and social solidarity; to provide an 

ongoing social context and support sys-

tem for efforts to gain greater knowledge 

and understanding of the nature, sources, 

and effects of altruism and social solidar-

ity; to encourage the investigation of the 

policy implications of this knowledge; 

and to facilitate the dissemination of in-

formation to publics regarding aspects of 

altruism and social solidarity that will 

benefit individual lives and the social 

organization of modern society. Check 

out the most recent newsletter: http://

www.templeton.org/pdfs/press_releases/

Altruism%20Newsletter_Vol1_No2.pdf 

 

Global and Transnational Sociology 

Section. Global and transnational sociol-

ogy is the study of social structures and 

processes that transcend or go beyond the 

national level. The field covers a wide 

range of social, political, economic, and 

cultural phenomena. Some are transna-

tional by definition, such as international 

organizations and associations, economic 

globalization, global production systems 

and value chains, and the cross-national 

diffusion of norms and culture such as 

human and minority rights. Others may 

be strongly rooted at the national level, 

but nonetheless have important transna-

tional dimensions, such as inequality, 

social movements, migration, environ-

mental problems and movements, public 

opinion, religion, sports, and communica-

tions. Spread the word and visit the web-

site: http://seis.bris.ac.uk/~ggmhf/

GlobeSocWeb/index.html  

 

 

Scholarship and Fellowship 
Opportunities 
 

The 2010 Beth B. Hess Memorial 

Scholarship will be awarded to a con-

tinuing graduate student who began her 

or his study in a community college or 

technical school. A student in an accred-

ited PhD program in sociology in the 

United States is eligible to apply if she or 

he studied for at least one full academic 

year at a two-year college in the US be-

fore transferring to complete a BA. 

The Scholarship carries a stipend of 

$3500 from Sociologists for Women in 

Society  (SWS) to be used to support the 

pursuit of graduate studies as well as a 

one-year membership in SWS (including 

a subscription to Gender & Society) The 

Scholarship will be awarded at the Sum-

mer Meeting of SWS. Recognizing Beth 

Hess‘s significant contributions to the 

Society for the Study of Social Problems  
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 (SSSP) and the American Sociological 

Association (ASA) as well, these organi-

zations join SWS in supporting and cele-

brating the awardee at their Annual Meet-

ings, August 13-17, 2010 in Atlanta, GA. 

The awardee‘s economy class airfare, 

train fare or driving mileage/tolls will be 

paid jointly by SSSP and SWS. ASA also 

supports applicants for this award via 

their student travel award program (more 

than one such award may be given, but 

students must apply to ASA separately). 

Each association will also waive its meet-

ing registration and provide complemen-

tary banquet and/or reception tickets for 

the awardee. 

 

To honor Beth Hess‘s career, the commit-

tee will be looking for: 

Commitment to teaching, especially at 

a community college or other institu-

tion serving less-privileged students. 

Research and/or activism in social 

inequality, social justice, or social 

problems, with a focus on gender and/

or gerontology being especially posi-

tive. 

Service to the academic and/or local 

community, including mentoring. 

High quality research and writing in 

the proposal and letter of application. 

 

An application for the award should con-

tain: 

1. A letter of application (no more than 2 

pages) that describes the student's 

decision to study sociology, career 

goals, research, activism and service 

that would help the committee to see 

how the Scholarship would be a fit-

ting honor 

2. A letter confirming enrollment in a 

sociology Ph.D. program (and aid 

award if any) 

3. A letter of recommendation from a 

sociologist (original and five copies in 

a sealed envelope, signed on the seal) 

4. Full curriculum vitae, including all 

schools, degrees awarded, years of 

study, and full or part-time status in 

each 

5. (Optional) A one-page letter describ-

ing a community college faculty 

member who particularly contributed 

in a significant way to the decision to 

study sociology or pursue higher edu-

cation 

6. A cover sheet with: 

Name and full contact informa-

tion, including phone and email 

Current academic or organiza-

tional affiliation, with years 

If not currently enrolled, future 

Ph.D. program and date of entry 

Community college attended, 

with years and credits taken OR 

transcript 

Name and contact information 

for graduate faculty reference 

If included, name of honored 

faculty member 

 

Six complete copies of the application 

should be submitted to: 

 

Dr. Denise Copelton 

Department of Sociology 

The College at Brockport, State Univer-

sity of NY 

350 New Campus Dr. 

Brockport, NY 14420 

 

To be considered applications must be 

postmarked no later than March 31, 

2010. For further information contact 

Denise Copelton at: 

dcopelto@brockport.edu. 

 

Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in Gender 

and Public Health. The Gender, Sexual-

ity and Feminist Studies (GSFS) Institute 

at Oberlin College invites applications for 

a full-time non-continuing faculty posi-

tion as a Mellon Postdoctoral Fellow in 

the College of Arts and Sciences. Ap-

pointment to this position will be for a 

term of two years beginning first semes-

ter of 2010 and will carry the rank of 

Visiting Assistant Professor.  The incum-

bent will teach courses in the general area 

of ―Gender and Public Health,‖ applying 

a transnational and interdisciplinary ap-

proach to issues of gender and public 

health, including but not restricted to 

issues of disease, reproduction, globaliza-

tion, environmental degradation, interna-

tional health organizations and pandem-

ics.  For full details, visit: http://

new.oberlin.edu/home/jobs/

jobs_detail.dot?id=1668523. To be as-

sured of consideration, a letter of applica-

tion, a curriculum vitae, graduate aca-

demic transcripts, and at least three letters 

of reference, should be sent to: Anuradha 

Dingwaney Needham, Director, The Gen-

der, Sexuality and Feminist Studies 

(GSFS) Institute, Oberlin College, 10 

North Professor Street, Oberlin, OH 

44074 or fax: 440-775-6698 by March 

15, 2010. Application materials received 

after that date may be considered until the 

position is filled. Salary will depend on 

qualifications and experience.  
 
Call for Proposals and Papers 

 

22nd Annual Conference on Ethno-

graphic and Qualitative Conference 

(EQRC). EQRC is accepting proposals 

for a paper presentation.  The proposal 

deadline is March 22, 2010 and details 

are found at the conference website: 

www.cedarville.edu/eqrc. The conference 

is affordable and centrally-located in 

Ohio, making it readily accessible to all, 

by flight or driving. Please circulate this 

announcement to peers and graduate stu-

dents active in qualitative research pro-

jects. Note that we invite all interactive 

poster and lecture presentation confer-

ence papers for submission and potential 

publication in a printed, peer-reviewed 

periodical, the Journal of Ethnographic & 

Qualitative Research (JEQR).  A PDF 

announcement flyer is available at the 

EQRC website for your print-out and 

posting. 

 

Call for Papers:  Women's Studies 

Quarterly (WSQ) 

Special Issue: SAFE 

Guest Editors:  Alyson M. Cole & Kyoo 

Lee 

 

This special issue of WSQ invites work 

that will contribute to an exploration of 

safety and security, broadly conceived. 

We welcome academic papers from a 

variety of disciplinary approaches includ-

ing theory, empirical research, literary 

and cultural studies, as well as creative 

prose, poetry, artwork, memoir and biog-

raphy.  Suggested topics may include but 

are not limited to: 

Bioethics, biopolitics 

Children, childhood, family and safety 

Crisis and resolution, memory  
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Discipline; docility; drill; habit-

formation 

Domestic space, domestic violence, 

haven, home, shelter, retreat, refugees 

The politics of food safety 

Geography and mapping, enclosures/

prisons, harbors and asylums 

Security state, homeland security, envi-

ronmental security, job security 

Illnesses, epidemics, preventions, 

screenings, health risks, health care 

Otherness, ethnicized and marginalized 

populations, borders and enclosures 

Risk society, theories of risk, technol-

ogy, prediction 

Sex, pain, pleasure and risk 

Terror and/of terrorism, war & trauma, 

treaty and alliance, recovery 

 

If submitting academic work, please send 

articles by March 15, 2010 to the guest 

editors, Alyson M. Cole and Kyoo Lee at: 

WSQSafeIssue@gmail.com. Submission 

should not exceed 20 double spaced, 12 

point font pages. 

 

Poetry submissions should be sent to 

WSQ's poetry editor, Kathleen Ossip, at: 

WSQpoetry@gmail.com by March 15, 

2010.  Please review previous issues of 

WSQ to see what type of submissions we 

prefer before submitting poems. Please 

note that poetry submissions may be held 

for six months or longer. Simultaneous 

submissions are acceptable if the poetry 

editor is notified immediately of accep-

tance elsewhere. We do not accept work 

that has been previously published. 

Please paste poetry submissions into the 

body of the e-mail along with all contact 

information. 

 

Fiction, essay, and memoir submissions 

should be sent to WSQ's fiction/

nonfiction editor, Jocelyn Lieu, at: 

WSQCreativeProse@gmail.com by 

March 15, 2010. Please review previous 

issues of WSQ to see what type of sub-

missions we prefer before submitting 

prose. Please note that prose submissions 

may be held for six months or longer. 

Simultaneous submissions are acceptable 

if the prose editor is notified immediately 

of acceptance elsewhere. We do not ac-

cept work that has been previously pub-

lished. Please provide all contact infor-

mation in the body of the e-mail. 

 

Art submissions should be sent to the 

guest editors, Alyson M. Cole and Kyoo 

Lee, at: WSQSafeIssue@gmail.com by 

March 15, 2010. After art is reviewed 

and accepted, accepted art must be sent to 

the journal's managing editor on a CD 

that includes all artwork of 300 DPI or 

greater, saved as 4.25 inches wide or 

larger. These files should be saved as 

individual JPEGS or TIFFS. 

 

Call for Abstracts: Future / NO Fu-

ture: An Interdisciplinary Graduate 

Student Conference on the Future of 

Gender and Sexuality Studies. Univer-

sity of Pennsylvania, September 16-17, 

2010, Keynote Address: Lisa Duggan 

(New York University). 

 

We are interested in the future of gender 

and sexuality studies as an interdiscipli-

nary field. We envision this field as a 

generative methodology for the broad 

study of identity, subjectivity, kinship, 

and power. This fall, we would like to 

rethink the political, social and intellec-

tual developments that are shaping the 

roles of gender and sexuality in academic 

work, as well as ask how the study of 

gender and sexuality deals with futurity. 

 

Why futurity? There is an ongoing debate 

in queer theory which has concerned 

itself with the political and strategic po-

tential of positive or negative affect, and 

pessimistic, optimistic, or utopian modes 

of imagining the future. We hope to en-

courage debate across a wide range of 

disciplines: How does futurity relate to 

the political commitments of academics? 

What are the pros and cons of envision-

ing a specific future? How do political 

pessimism, and the pleasures of cynicism, 

encounter the rhetoric of hope and 

change? Can passivity and hopelessness, 

or an optimism that is tailored in specific 

ways, be effective political strategies? 

What is attractive about these rallying 

cries—―The Future!‖ vs. ―No Future!‖—

and what is meant by future in each case? 

As graduate students working on gender 

and sexuality, we are interested in the 

future of this field. What do we, the fu-

ture of this field, do? What methodolo-

gies and theories inform our work? Might 

the future of the field be a consolidation 

across the tracks of individual depart-

ments and methodologies? What are the 

limits or problems of interdisciplinarity? 

What discipline-specific lexicons are 

used to define gendered and sexualized 

selves, bodies, or structures, and whose 

future do they serve? 

 

We invite submission of abstracts from 

the sciences, social sciences and humani-

ties.  Potential topics include, but are by 

no means limited to: 

Gendered and racialized bodies 

Gender dynamics of optimism and 

pessimism 

Sexual subcultures 

Spaces and geographies 

Medical practice 

Global gender 

Transgender rights 

Institutional structuring of Gender and 

Sexuality Studies 

Qualitative and quantitative modes of 

prediction 

Futurity and history 

Theology and optimism/pessimism 

Family and kinship 

Critical race studies 

Feminisms 

Queer theory 

Affect studies 

Performativity 

Gender and sexuality as studied in 

ALL fields  

 

Emails concerns and submit abstracts (ca 

500 words) to futurenofu-

ture2010@gmail.com. Submission dead-

line: March 31, 2010. Visit http://

futurenofuture.wordpress.com/ for (no)

future updates. 
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Call for Proposals to Add Questions to 

the 2012 GSS. 

 

The General Social Survey (GSS) invites 

scholars to submit proposals to add ques-

tions to its 2012 survey.  Proposals will 

be accepted on the basis of scientific 

quality and scholarly interest.  Outside 

funding is not necessary.  The deadline 

for submissions is April 2, 2010. 

For details, visit: http://www.norc.org/

NR/rdonlyres/7AD109FD-D42B-4B74-

820D-786EBF9F3025/1509/

ModuleCompetition_2012_revised.pdf  

 

 

Visiting Scholar Opportunities 
 

Beatrice Bain Research Group 

University of California at Berkeley 

Scholars In Residence Program 

Call for Applications, Academic year 

2010-2011 

Deadline: March 15, 2010 

 

The Beatrice Bain Research Group 

(BBRG) is the University of California at 

Berkeley‘s critical feminist research cen-

ter, established in 1986 to support and 

coordinate feminist scholarship across 

disciplines. The BBRG is particularly 

interested in enabling research on gender 

in its intersections with sexuality, race, 

ethnicity, class, nation, religion, postcolo-

niality, globalization and transnational 

feminisms. 

 

Among its programs and activities, the 

BBRG has a Scholars In Residence Pro-

gram. Under the auspices of this Pro-

gram, each year the BBRG hosts a new 

group of approximately fifteen competi-

tively selected scholars from the U.S. and 

abroad for a period of one academic year. 

(For periods of two weeks to one semes-

ter, please see the BBRG‘s Affiliated 

Scholars Program). The BBRG Scholars 

In Residence Program is open to senior 

and junior faculty (tenured and unten-

ured), visiting scholars, postdoctoral 

scholars and independent scholars, from 

any country, whose work is centrally on 

gender and women. Applicants must have 

received their Ph.D. at least one year 

prior to the projected beginning of their 

residency at BBRG. 

The BBRG provides its Scholars In Resi-

dence with the following: visiting scholar 

status at University of California at 

Berkeley; access to University of Califor-

nia at Berkeley libraries and library privi-

leges; a library orientation session cus-

tomized for the purposes of the Scholar 

In Residence‘s research; the possibility of 

University of California at Berkeley stu-

dent research assistants; shared office 

space; shared computer and internet ac-

cess; a BBRG Scholars Writing/Reading 

Group which meets bi-monthly; and a 

forum for BBRG Scholars 

In Residence to present 

their scholarly or creative 

work to the Berkeley cam-

pus community and the 

public. 

 

Scholars are expected to be 

in residence from Septem-

ber 1, 2010 to May 15, 

2011, but are also wel-

come to remain in resi-

dence throughout the sum-

mer of 2011 if they wish. From Septem-

ber 1, 2010 to May 15, 2011, scholars are 

expected to attend the bi-monthly BBRG 

Scholars Writing/Reading Group meet-

ings and other BBRG events. The BBRG 

is non-stipendiary, and thus Scholars in 

Residence provide their own financial 

support during the residency. There is a 

$200 affiliation fee which scholars ac-

cepted to the BBRG Scholars In Resi-

dence Program must pay to the Visiting 

Scholar and Postdoctoral Affairs Office 

at University of California at Berkeley. 

Non-U.S. scholars must pay for all J-1 

visa application fees both at University of 

California at Berkeley and in their home 

countries. 

 

Application Guidelines: Three copies of 

the materials listed below must be re-

ceived by March 15, 2010. Please submit 

all materials in English (with the possible 

exception of supporting materials and 

reference letters for international schol-

ars, see below). Unfortunately, late or 

incomplete applications can not be con-

sidered. Please send all materials to the 

following address: 

Prof. Paola Bacchetta, BBRG Director 

Applications/ BBRG Scholars In Resi-

dence Program 

Beatrice Bain Research Group 

616 Barrows Hall 

University of California 

Berkeley, CA 94720 

 

1. Application Form (PDF) (can be 

found at http://bbrg.berkeley.edu/

scholarprog.html) (print and com-

plete) 

2. Curriculum Vitae 

3. Abstract of Research or Creative Pro-

ject (proposed for the BBRGappoint-

ment period). The maximum length 

should be 200 words or less. Ifyour 

application is accepted, this abstract 

will be posted on the BBRG website. 

4. Description of Research or Creative 

Project (proposed for the BBRGap-

pointment period). The maximum 

length should be 1,500 words. The 

entire document should be double-

spaced, in 12 point typeface, with one 

inch margins. 

5. Supporting materials. Scholars in the 

humanities, social sciences and natu-

ral sciences should submit photocop-

ies of a written work (such as an arti-

cle, book chapter, or draft thereof) not 

to exceed 30 pages. Artists should 

submit photos of artwork; film-

makers, copies of films; musicians, a 

CD copy of their creative work; and 

creative writers, a text (fiction, non-

fiction, play or part thereof) not to 

exceed 30 pages. Journalists should 

submit articles not to exceed 30 

pages. Please provide a self ad-

dressed, stamped envelope or con-

tainer, or an envelope or container and 

your fed ex account number, if you 

wish to have your materials returned 

to you.   *** NB: International appli-

cants who wish to submit supporting 

materials in languages other than Eng-

lish are requested to first contact 

6. Two letters of recommendation from 

faculty or professionals in your field. 

*** NB: International applicants who 

wish to have letters of recommenda-

tion sent in languages other than Eng-

lish are requested to first contact the 

BBRG at bbrg@berkeley.edu, 
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Occidental College invites applications 

for a one-year full-time visiting position 

at the Assistant Professor level for our 

Fall 2010 and Spring 2011 semesters in 

the Urban and Environmental Policy 

(UEP) Program. 

 

For this position, we are seeking someone 

with expertise and teaching interests in 

the following areas: 

 

Environmental justice and the history 

of the environmental and environ-

mental justice movements; 

Community-based research methods in 

planning and policy analysis 

Community development and commu-

nity economic development with a 

focus on community organizing and 

leadership development. 

 

We are particularly eager to find candi-

dates who also have an interest in the link 

between these issues and equity issues. 

 

Our new colleague would be expected to 

teach five courses over two semesters,  

including UEP 101 (Environment and 

Society), our introductory-level course 

and at least two of the three courses listed 

above (history of environmental and en-

vironmental justice movements, commu-

nity-based research methods, and com-

munity economic development).  We 

would also be interested in candidate who 

is able to make linkages with our other 

courses, including (1) local and global 

public health;  (2) food politics and pol-

icy;  (3) urban policy and politics;  and 

(4) our community organizing and intern-

ship course. 

 

UEP is an interdisciplinary major that 

involves faculty in politics, sociology, 

economics, history, biology, geology, and 

other disciplines. We will consider candi-

dates with training in a variety of disci-

plines, including urban planning, political 

science, sociology, environmental stud-

ies, public policy, economics, history, 

and law. Candidates with practical politi-

cal/community/planning and organizing 

experience are strongly encouraged to 

apply. We encourage candidates who are 

familiar with Los Angeles and the com-

munity, environmental, labor, nonprofit, 

and faith-based organizations in the re-

gion. 

 

Candidates should be immersed in the 

pedagogy of community based learning 

and able to expand the College's efforts to 

promote internships, community based 

learning in classes, and partnerships with 

public, private, and non profit organiza-

tions in Los Angeles, California, and 

Washington, D.C. The UEP program is 

closely linked with the Urban & Environ-

mental Policy Institute, through which 

students, faculty and staff engage in ap-

plied research and community engage-

ment. (http://www.uepi.oxy.edu 

 

Applicants should submit a letter of inter-

est demonstrating a commitment to aca-

demic excellence in a diverse liberal arts 

environment, and including a statement 

of teaching philosophy, areas of teaching 

interest, examples of relevant course-

work; a curriculum vitae; samples of 

scholarly or creative work; and two let-

ters of  recommendation to Professor 

Peter Dreier, Chair, Urban & Environ-

mental Policy Program, Occidental Col-

lege, 1600 Campus Road, Los Angeles, 

CA. 90041. All materials are due by 

April 1, 2010. Please note in your resume 

that you are interested in the 1-year ap-

pointment. (We will also have 3-year 

position available beginning in Fall 2011, 

which we will begin recruiting for at the 

end of 2010). 

 

Occidental College is an affirmative ac-

tion, equal opportunity employer. The 

College is committed to academic excel-

lence in a diverse community and sup-

porting interdisciplinary and multicultural 

academic programs that provide a gifted 

and diverse group of students with an 

educational experience that prepares them 

for leadership in a pluralistic world. 

Women and people of color are strongly 

encouraged to apply.     

Job Announcements 
 

Senior Lecturer, Texas State Univer-

sity-San Marcos. The Department of 

Sociology at Texas State University-San 

Marcos invites applications for a dy-

namic, student-oriented instructor to 

teach Introduction to Sociology and other 

courses.  Substantive specialization areas 

are open.  Ph.D. in Sociology or Applied 

Sociology is required. 

 

The successful candidate will have an 

established track record of innovative 

teaching in large classes, including the 

introductory sociology course.  Required 

qualifications include the Ph.D. in Sociol-

ogy or Applied Sociology.  Substantive 

areas are open. Applicants should submit 

(1) a letter of interest  (2) curriculum 

vitae (3) names of three references (4) a 

statement of teaching philosophy and (5) 

sample syllabi to: 

 

Dr. Susan Day 

Chair & Search Committee Chair 

Department of Sociology 

Texas State University-San Marcos 

601 University Drive 

San Marcos, TX 78666. 

 

Review of applicants will begin March 

15, 2010, and will continue until the posi-

tion is filled.  Salary is based on qualifi-

cations and experience.  Descriptions of 

our degree offerings and faculty can be 

found at www.soci.txstate.edu.  Texas 

State University-San Marcos is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer. 

 

Associate or Full Professor of Sociol-

ogy, Texas State University-San Mar-

cos. The Department of Sociology at 

Texas State University-San Marcos in-

vites applications for a research–oriented 

position at the associate professor or pro-

fessor rank.  The Department seeks to 

increase external funding and establish a 

social research center with quantitative 

and qualitative research labs.  Candidates 

should be able to make significant contri-

butions to these goals.  A track record of 

securing significant external funding as a 

principal investigator is required. 
 

Continued on page 10 
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Experience in a research center or other 

collaborative environments is preferred.  

Other required qualifications include the 

Ph.D. in Sociology or in Applied Sociol-

ogy and an extensive record of scholarly 

publication.  Substantive specialization 

areas are open. 

 

A track record of securing significant 

external funding as a principal investiga-

tor is required.  Other required qualifica-

tions include the Ph.D. in Sociology or 

Applied Sociology and an extensive re-

cord of scholarly publication..  Appoint-

ment to the rank of Professor requires 

five years in rank as an Associate Profes-

sor and a record of scholarship as de-

scribed the Liberal Arts‘ Tenure and Pro-

motion Policy; appointment at the rank of 

Associate Professor requires five years in 

rank as an Assistant Professor and a re-

cord of scholarship as described in the 

Liberal Arts‘ Tenure and Promotion Pol-

icy.  Experience in a research center or 

other collaborative environments is pre-

ferred. 

 

Applicants should submit (1) a letter of 

interest containing an explicit statement 

concerning grant activity (2) curriculum 

vitae and (3) names of three references 

to: 

 

Dr. Susan Day 

Chair and Search Committee Chair 

Department of Sociology 

Texas State University-San Marcos 

601 University Drive 

San Marcos, TX 78666. 

 

Review of applicants will begin March 

15, 2010, and will continue until the posi-

tion is filled.  Salary is based on qualifi-

cations and experience.  Descriptions of 

our degree offerings and faculty can be 

found at www.soci.txstate.edu.  Texas 

State University-San Marcos is an Equal 

Opportunity Employer.  

Recent Job Placements 
 

Rebecca Godderis was recently hired as 

an Assistant Professor in the Health Stud-

ies Program at Wilfrid Laurier University 

(Brantford Campus), where she special-

izes in the area of Gender and Sexuality.  

Her research combines her interest in 

gender/sexuality and health/medicine, 

with a specific focus on the production of 

medical and psychiatric knowledge. 

 

Lauren Sardi Ross has accepted an As-

sistant Professor position in the Sociol-

ogy Department at Quinnipiac University 

in Hamden, CT, starting in August 2010.  

 

 

New Journal Articles and Book 
Chapters by Section Members 
 

Banerjee, Dina and Perrucci, Carolyn. 

2009. ―Race, Work Experiences and Per-

ceived Promotional Opportunity.‖ Inter-

national Journal of Contemporary Soci-

ology 46 (1): 77-92. 

 

Currier, Ashley. 2010. ―Political Homo-

phobia in Postcolonial Namibia.‖ Gender 

& Society 24 (1): 110-129. 

 

Kleinman, Sherryl, Ezzell, Matthew B. 

and Frost, A. Corey. 2009. ―Reclaiming 

Critical Analysis: The Social Harms of 

‗Bitch.‘‖ Sociological Analysis 3:46–68. 

 

Nawyn, Stephanie J. 2010. ―Institutional 

Structures of Opportunity in Refugee 

Resettlement: Gender, Race/Ethnicity, 

and Refugee NGOs.‖ Journal of Sociol-

ogy & Social Welfare 37 (1): 149-167. 

 

Pfeffer, C. A. 2010. ―‗Women's work‘? 

Women Partners of Transgender Men 

Doing Housework and Emotion Work.‖ 

Journal of Marriage and Family 72 (1): 

165-183. 

 

Schrock, Douglas and Schwalbe, Mi-

chael. 2009. ―Men, Masculinity, and 

Manhood Acts.‖  Annual Review of Soci-

ology 35:277-295.  

 

Also be sure to check out the special is-

sue on ―Women, Intersectionality and 

Diasporas‖ in Journal of Intercultural 

Studies (Volume 31, Issue 1, Feb. 2010). 

Edited with an introduction by Sirma 

Bilge and Ann Denis (pp. 1-8), the arti-

cles are: 

 

Bilge, Sirma. ―Beyond Subordina-

tion vs. Resistance: An Intersectional 

Approach to the Agency of Veiled 

Muslim Women‖ (pp. 9-28); 

Purkayastha, Bandana. 

―Interrogating Intersectionality: 

Contemporary Globalisation and 

Racialised Gendering in the Lives of 

Highly Educated South Asian 

Americans and their Children‖ (pp. 

29-47); 

Lundström, Catrin. ―Women with 

Class: Swedish Migrant Women's 

Class Positions in the USA‖ (pp. 49-

63); 

Heyse, Petra. ―Deconstructing 

Fixed Identities: An Intersectional 

Analysis of Russian-speaking Fe-

male Marriage Migrants' Self-

representations‖ (pp. 65-80); 

Pyke, Karen. ―An Intersectional 

Approach to Resistance and Com-

plicity: The Case of Racialised De-

sire among Asian American 

Women‖ (pp. 81-94); and 

Samuel, Lina. ―Mating, Dating and 

Marriage: Intergenerational Cultural 

Retention and the Construction of 

Diasporic Identities among South 

Asian Immigrants in Canada‖ (pp. 

95-110). 

 

New Books by Section Mem-
bers 
 

Gerson, Kathleen. 2010. The Unfinished 

Revolution: How a New Generation is 

Reshaping Family, Work, and Gender in 

America. New York: Oxford University 

Press. 

 

Eisenstein, Hester. 2009. Feminism Se-

duced: How Global Elites Use Women’s 

Labor and Ideas to Exploit the World. 

Boulder, CO: Paradigm Publishers. 

 

Lind, Amy (ed.). 2010. Development, 

Sexual Rights, and Global Governance. 

New York: Routledge. 
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Lindsey, Linda L. (ed.) 2010. Gender 

Roles: A Sociological Perspective, 5th 

edition. Upper Saddle River, NJ: Pearson/

Prentice Hall. 

 

The 5th edition of Gender Roles has 

hundreds of new examples on the latest 

research and headlines highlighting the 

powerful influence of gender on soci-

ety and in our personal lives. These 

include the impact of gender and the 

race/gender intersection in Election 

2008 in the United States, how gender 

is playing out in the global Millennium 

Recession, and how media and technol-

ogy are rapidly ascending as key trend-

setters of gender roles in the U.S. and 

globally. Discussion is framed and 

critiqued according to sociological 

theory.  Interdisciplinary connections, 

especially via psychology and history, 

are also highlighted. 

 

Morgen, Sandra, Acker, Joan and 

Weigt, Jill. 2010. Stretched Thin: Poor 

Families, Welfare Work, and Welfare 

Reform. Ithaca and London: Cornell Uni-

versity Press. 

 

Poor families, welfare workers, and 

welfare funds are still stretched thin as 

the result of the 1996 federal legisla-

tion, inspired by neo-liberal beliefs in 

the efficacy of markets and the efforts 

of individuals to solve the problem of 

poverty.  This book analyzes the proc-

ess and consequences of the ―reform,‖ 

as poor families‘ right to assistance 

was eliminated and replaced by manda-

tory work, no matter how low the 

wage. This large study of former wel-

fare clients, welfare agency workers, 

and agency administrators in the State 

of Oregon also reveals how different 

groups of participants in welfare re-

structuring experienced the process and 

dealt with its contradictions in different 

ways. In the present economic crisis in 

the U.S., there is almost no public dis-

cussion of the tragic inadequacy of our 

last ditch safety net and what we can 

do to build a better one. This book 

takes the experience of ―welfare re-

form‖ as a basis of suggesting a broad 

set of programs that would restore the 

right to subsistence to the American 

people. 

Perrucci, Robert and Perrucci, Carolyn. 

2009. America at Risk:The Crisis of Hope, 

Trust and Caring. Lanham, MD: Roman 

and Littlefield Publishers. 

 

Rueschemeyer, Marilyn and Wolchik, 

Sharon (eds.). 2009. Women in Power in 

Post-Communist Parliaments. Washing-

ton DC: Woodrow Wilson Center Press/

Indiana University. 

 

Women in Power was an internationally 

cooperative research project supported 

by Brown's Watson Institute for Inter-

national Studies and the Woodrow Wil-

son Center in Washington. Women in 

Power in Post-Communist Parliaments 

advances our understanding of women 

in contemporary East European Politics, 

and it contributes to the comparative 

assessment of the complex transforma-

tions after the fall of Communism. 

 

Shapiro, Eve. 2010. Gender Circuits: 

Bodies and Identities in a Technological 

Age. New York: Routledge Press. 

 

The book explores the impact of new 

technologies on the gendered lives of 

individuals through substantive socio-

logical analysis and in-depth case stud-

ies.  Bringing together research on cis-

gender (sex-gender alignment) and 

transgender lives, I ask whether and 

how new technologies are reshaping 

what it means to be a gendered person 

in contemporary society. Gender Cir-

cuits is intended for undergraduate audi-

ences and would be a great text for 

classes in women's studies, social psy-

chology, social change, sociology of the 

body, and technology and society. De-

tailed information is available at: http://

www.routledge.com/books/Gender-

Circuits-isbn9780415996969 

 

Sutton, Barbara. 2010. Bodies in Crisis: 

Culture, Violence, and Women’s Resis-

tance in Neoliberal Argentina. New 

Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University Press. 

 

Born and raised in Argentina and still 

maintaining significant ties to the area, 

Barbara Sutton examines the complex, 

and often hidden, bodily worlds of di-

verse women in that country during a 

period of profound social upheaval. 

Based primarily on women‘s experien-

tial narratives and set against the back-

drop of a severe economic crisis and 

intensified social movement activism 

post-2001, Bodies in Crisis illuminates 

how multiple forms of injustice con-

verge in and are contested through 

women‘s bodies. Sutton reveals the 

bodily scars of neoliberal globalization; 

women‘s negotiation of cultural norms 

of femininity and beauty; experiences 

with clandestine, illegal, and unsafe 

abortions; exposure to and resistance 

against interpersonal and structural 

violence; and the role of bodies as tools 

and vehicles of political action. 

Through the lens of women‘s body 

consciousness in a Global South coun-

try, and drawing on multifaceted sto-

ries and a politically embedded ap-

proach, Bodies in Crisis suggests that 

social policy, economic systems, cul-

tural ideologies, and political resistance 

are ultimately fleshly matters. 

 

Weitz, Rose. 2009. The Politics of 

Women's Bodies: Sexuality, Appearance, 

and Behavior, 3rd edition. New York: 

Oxford University Press. 

 

The third edition of the anthology, The 

Politics of Women's Bodies: Sexuality, 

Appearance, and Behavior is now 

available from Oxford University 

Press. Featuring 50 percent new arti-

cles, the third edition expands the 

book's focus with coverage of intersex-

uality, fatness, body modification, im-

ages of African American and Latina 

women, Goth culture and women's 

sexuality, how poverty is marked on 

the female body, how boys' concerns 

about masculinity lead them to subju-

gate girls' bodies, and other issues. This 

edition also includes new introductions 

to each article that explain key con-

cepts and put the articles in context. 

For information about the book and 

about examination copies, please go to 

http://tinyurl.com/bodiesbook. 
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feminism has been declared dead many 

times.‖ 
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